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	 My	preparation	in	becoming	a	teacher	started	early	with	films	like	Fast Times 



























	 Thus,	 my	 work	 here	 discusses	 how	 a	 particular	 urban	 high-school	 genre	
film	depicts	a	teacher	of	color	as	a	site	of	failure	for	the	student	of	color,	and	
one	that	must	be	replaced	by	a	white	 teacher	 in	order	for	 that	student	 to	suc-
ceed.	Such	a	depiction	is	representative	of	a	larger	culture	of	poverty	discourse	
directed	at	teachers	of	color.	My	work	acts	as	a	response	that	both	honors	and	






How We Make Teaching Remain a White Profession32



















	 Banfield’s	The Unheavenly City	made	another	step	in	the	evolution	of	culture	

















ers	and	students.	In	Subtractive Schooling: U.S.-Mexican Youth and the Politics of 
Caring,	Valenzuela	writes	of	U.S.-born	Mexican	students	being	subjected	to	the	
“uncaring	student	prototype”	(1999).	Valenzuela’s	work	details	teachers	who	find	


































Contrasting Teachers of Color with Teachers of Whiteness 
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both	 teachers	 and	 students	 of	 color	 and	 white	 teachers	 and	 white	 students	 are	
perpetuated.	






































































	 In	 Bulman’s	 reading	 of	 Finding Forrester,	 Jamal	 “doesn’t	 need	 the	 (elite)	
school	to	have	a	bright	future…As	an	underprivileged,	black,	and	academically	
gifted	student	from	a	world	far	removed	from	that	of	the	elite	school,	it	is	Jamal	
who	has	 lessons	 to	 teach”	(p.	124).	But	 this	 interpretation	fails	 to	consider	 the	
meaning	behind	the	implied	failure	of	both	Ms.	Joyce	and	the	urban	school.	After	
all,	at	the	end	of	the	film,	Jamal	is	still	at	the	elite	school,	perhaps	now	taking	an	

















Implications for Understanding Difficulties
in Recruiting Teachers of Color
	 An	essential	relationship	to	discuss	is	the	one	between	the	high-school	genre	
film	as	a	cultural	product,	and	the	how	this	material	is	interpreted	by	young	people	
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